competent b
drawing hardly came up to the car-
tooning virtuosity of some contetn-
poraries like Billy DeBeck (Barney
Google), Frank King (Gasoline Alley)
or Clff Sterrett (Polly and Her Pals),
and his humor was hardly ever as sur-
prising as, say, Elzie Segar (Thimble
Theater) or Milt Gross (Nize Baby),
Still, the patina of time serves Chic
Young’s work well; the strip towers
like a monument of wit and artistry
over most of today’s offerings.
Most Underrated Comie Strip: My
reservations about Blondie have to
do with its blandness: Tt not only
portrays tepid middie-clags values, it
embodies them, Contrast this with my
candidate for most underrated comic
strip in our history: Harry Tuthill’s
The Bungle Famnily, a domestic com-
edy strip that ran off and on from
1924 to 1945 and was fairly popular
in its day but rarely gets a mention
i books on the medium—and has cer-
tainly never been honored with 3 U.S.
sovernment postage stamp, as Blog-
die has. Tuthills grubby, uningratiat-
ing drawing style and the verbose den-
sity of his balloon prose hardly make
a good first impression; Tuthill’s ge-
NiUS was as a writer able to pot over
one of the darkest visions of American
life this side of Nathanael West. The
‘ower-middle-class Bungles, George
uid Josephine, have no more charm
han the style they’re drawn in. They
‘T€ petty, mean-spirited, with no self.
Wareness, constantly bickering and
ackbiting between themselves as well
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v today’s standards, his

as with their neighbors and landlords.
There is no one panel or sequence that
can encapsulate this strip’s sardonic
qualities: Hell is in the detajls that ac-
cumulate in the repeated daily doses
that the newspaper-comics theater can

provide, Tuthill’s misanthropic vision
(he’s the funny pages® Céline) is pain-
fully real, though the strip careened
through surrea] episodes, especially in
its later years, that included visitors
from outer space and time travel, Vis-
ually deadpan, genuinely hilarious once
you tune into its frequency, with 2
gteat ear for dialogue and an unsur-
passed sense of character, The Bungle
Family grows on the reader like a fun-
gus until, like all great art, it becomes
a central reference point in one’s way
of understanding the world,
—Art Spicgelman is the authoy most

recently of Open Me. .. I 4 Dog!

Economist
BYJOI-H\IKENNE’H-IGALBRAH‘H
—— - MALBRAITH

Most Overrated Economist: By far the
most overrated economist in the Amer-

TOP: FROM The Comic Siri Certwry, EDITED BY BILL BLACKBEARD AND

DATE CRATN (XITC.

HEN§ ERESS, 1993); BOTTOM: CORBIS-BETTMANN

ican traditi
but of Fran
who domin;
{as it is no
Before then
not get an
vard if om
Law. The Iz
of goods a
ices system
enues by v
chased, Thu
age of pun
demand -
sive effects,
In 1936
Maynard ¥
eral realiza
undoubted]
its, rents, o
al to buy t
be spent. T
disagreeabl
however de
of the time
destroyed §
Most Un
most unde
native-bor:
wegian sto
has now, al
scholarly d
The Theory
lished just
tury, nO‘;’V 2
7 §

— .




