Fashions in Makeup'
Richard Corson
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Considering the incredible success of the
cosmetics business, there are surprisingly
few good histories of the subject.

‘While the history of costume and hair-

dressing is easy te trace in pictures, the .

exact use of cosmetics before the ascend-
ancy of photography and film is much

more dificult to assess. Portraits of ele- |

gant folk have always tended to show
ideally tinted faces which give very little
idea of how their makeup, if any, may
have looked to the eye! Moralists and sat-
irists, on the other hand, provide vigor-
ously graphic descriptions of thick layers
of white curd or streaky and greasy red
cheeks, which are difficult to match up
with the smooth and creamy paintings.
Manuals that give recipes and advice have
existed since the dawn of time, and at
least one may learn from them what final
effects were considered desirable, as well
as what means were used.

Fashions in Makeup deals with ali these
conflicting forms of evidence about cos-

metics, beginning with the ancient Egyp-
tians and proceeding through Western
civilization until the most recent mo-
ments. This satisfying book has a great

“many illustrations and a brisk, well-writ-

ten. text, illuminated by the right amount
of graceful humor.
There are good artist’s renderings of
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A 17th-century helle applying makeup

cosmetics containers and dispensers and
many relevant cartoons and advertise-
ments. Changes in the fashionable ideal
face are the most interesting to trace from
the works of art—the lashless, browless
lock of the Renaissance, for example,
followed by the thick brows and hastrous,

languorous eyes of the Baroque period, or

the once-desirable double chin supersed-
ed by the hollow cheek of modern times.
Mx. Corson’s book is full of recipes
from all periods which sound either
frightful, disgusting and dangerous (in-
cluding such things as lead, mercury and
arsenic) or amazingly cheap and simple
{white wax, oil of almond and rose water).
But the curious facts emerge that how-
ever poisonous white lead repeatedly
proved to be, women used it on their faces
for centuries, to the despair of critics;
that however cheaply cosmetics could be
made, women have always loved to spend
a lot of money on them; and that no mat-
ter how dreadful most men said it looked,
women_continued to use makeup and
break hearts as well,
—dnne Hollander
Currently writing a book on dress and art

ECOLOGY

April 22 - May 5, $990%.

ANTHROPOLOGY

May 4, $1290%,

ASTRONOMY

If you have the imagination and appetite for involvement in
new areas, no other qualifications are required. Open to men
and women of all ages. Work and learn in the field under the
personal supervision of distinguished international scientists.
Your support, both intellectual and financial, makes the solu-
tion of these research problems possible:

Peru. An ecological impact study into the territorial behavior,
scent communication, and alpine envirorment of the endan-
gered vicuna high in the Peruvian Andes. (Limited openings.)
See National Geographic Society Magazine, January 1973 article
by chief scientist, Dr. William Franklin, Utah State University,

Botswana. A living experience with the problems and lifestyles
of the nomadic Bushmen of the Kalahari, as they struggle to
adapt to a changing'wozld. (Limited openings.) Dr. H.]. Heinz,
University of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. April 16 -

Ethiopia. Witness and record the impact of an unexpected total
solar eclipse on a nomadic people whose daily lives are gov-
emned by the movements of the moon and stars. Dr. Asmarom
Legesse, Northwestern University. June 24 - July 10, $1390%.
Kenya. An intensive study of the animal husbandry, medicine
and magic of the pastoral Pokot tribe of the Great Rift Valley of
Kenya. Miss Jean Brown, University of Nairobi and ethnog-
rapher, National Museum of Kenya. July 1 -15, $1290%,

Mauritania. An expedition to observe and record the longest

Prominent scientists
need your help in the field

remaining total solar eclipse of the 20th century from the west--
ern Sahara Desert. Dr. Donald H, Menzel, Harvard and Smith-
sonian Observatories. June5 - July 3. 51490

Nepal.

Mexico, Excavation and strvey of prehistoric settlement pat-
terns at Becan, the fortified Mayan city in the Central Yucatan
Peninsula, Dr. Prentice Thomas, University of Tennessee.
May 5 - June 1. $1190*
Israel. Excavation of a Late Stone Age hunter's hut at Ein Gev
- near the Sea of Galilee. Dr. Ofer Bar-Yosef, Director, L'aborei‘tory
of Prehistory, Institute of Archagology, Hebrew University.
August19 - September 5. $990%
South Africa. Survey and excavation at Makapansgat and sur-
rounding Transvaal fossil-man caves. Dr. Phillip Tobias, Uni-
versity of Witwatersrand. July 8 - 21. $1265% '
MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY
Bermuda. Underwater expedition to excavate a 16th century
shipwreck off the coast of Bermuda, CDR. Mendel Peterson,
Curator, Division of Historic Archaeology, Smithsonian Insti-
tution. July 28 - August 11; August 12 - 26. $1290%,
Other 1973 expeditions: Geology in Ethiopia, Kenya; archae-
clogy in Sudan, US.; astro-archaeology in Britain, Egypt;
marine archaeclogy in Greece, Lebanon; marine biclogy in
Florida, British Honduras; anthropology in India; ecclogy in

See

ARCHAFOLOGY

Educational Expeditions International
68 Leonard Sireet, Dept, SI-4
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