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The Reagan Style—Wh

When Catherine
de Medicl was ruling

“rupt throne, desper-
 ately trying fo unite
“a country split, de-
o, ol
poveris y reli-
*glous war end threat- am:eam«:m
‘ened by the pomer of Spain, she
mounted sxiravagant festivals at courd
‘at carefully chosen momenis, These
“Tequired_ sumptuous dress for every-
“'body, with expensive fireworks and
professlona.'l entertainment celebrating
"'the strength of the cromn jand the
beaoeful harmony of the natfon, For-
“eign visitors fo Catherine's court could
' tome away with a distinct sense of
' French wealth and French self-confi-
| ' denee, despite grim evidence o the
‘¢ontrary in the country at large,
Sixteenth.century methods are far
‘from obsolete, a3 we can see from the
recent inaugural display featuring well
publicized parties with fireworks and
fine clothes, and carrying the sugges-
. tion of confident riches cheerfully sup-
- porting confident pelicles no matter
how sobering the situation. The
~-amount of public attention to the Rea--

-

.

2 of the évent, suggest that the Ames-
- ican people rushed 1o elect not just the
.men but the mannet,

rtion and doubt, bowever fustified, are .
5. evidently not what Americans wish fo

* want it wiapped in mink, flashing
-gmiles and diamonds and riding in a
_limousine befors the eyes of the wotld.

+ 'The much:vaunted “style” allegedly
sweepmg Washingten.and new repre-

¥+ to marital

‘f«

jcan suttess have a slightly denatured

quality, pointedly wholesome and ac-

cessible to the broadest scope of the
public imagination, undisturbing and
unsuggestive in any c¢omplex i
They connots a comfort that exte

harmony and genial deco-
Tum in family conduct, an opulence
without raciness. Alf this is expressed
in the kind of festal array lately
sported in Washington. The dothes
“worn: by Afrs, Reagan and the other
ladies of het citcle show a decent lack
of stariling originalily or unnerving
personal qu:rk. They look very sxpen-

sive without suggesting any other

forms of license; and they are worm

“The trend foward

sartorial formality
would have tfriumphed
in some fashion under a
Democratic president.
Many famous

F festivilies, combined with™ the- .- crafs h
* ial?lk:if‘:hlféaﬂers well in advance | Defno ais fuve beem

seen to wear—ﬁtr coals,”

and that Carter ..
\=Jost because his bad gone unforgivably with 16 aggr&wen&ss or apolozy, not
“egut of fashion, Andous concern, cau-

with contemptuous indifference, bhut
with a certain conselous pride.
But the fashion for clothss bearing

LiEEE vslbly manﬂmg the presidency: we - similiar connotations was well under

way before  the recent presldenblal
campaigns. A general consetvatism has
been strengthening its contribution to
the flow of fashion for some {ims,
notably the mode in business eostume

senting the nation is nothing new—it  for ambitious women—the expenswe%y
. isonly new in Washington, Larsury has  falored 'Wall Street suit—and in aca-
. many possible flavors; and this partic-  demic costume for the young—the
" ular style of wealth has & somewhat “preppie look.” These pa.rtm.\lar gen-
T dated cinematic aura, ladylike and res have East Coest otigins but nation-
genﬂemanly in the simplistic mahner  wide repercussions. Denim, that over-
“of movies before explicit sex, drugs  whelming ocean of plebefan blue, has
“*&nd Vietnam, when rich middle-aged showly and almast unnoliceably been

peopia alb had perfect bair, perfect poﬂu!ed. It has gradually Fost its purity,

‘c{othes, perfect  Tigures and fised |
“smiles. All suggestions of distinctive
: emmchackgrmmd il specific cultural
 attributes were wholly muted by celiu~

its zeal, its moral Tuster, s character as

Worthy Obponent, and a great deal of ..

its tidal force, When demim finally hit
thawmtaﬁmne,tbendehadalready

B Io;d Middle Americanness in the -
upper-bracket mode, It is in fact an
Bk eal palpably realized in many west-
" iemn and midwestern American cities,
» . although not so conspicucusty in New.
< York, where the most noticeable rich
coms in saltier flavors,
Standard American tiches never
have uncomfortable connotations efs
- ther of exuberant upstart yulgarity or
: .dangmd aristocratic decadence, and
- emphatically no trace of
I..ambiguity and perversity. The {rap-

Anne Hollander is an art historion -
u‘ha specializes in the relation of dress ~

b tha adcaol arts and fhe mothoas of.

{umned. By insidious stages, in a Iong-
range maneuver implemented by de-
slgners and the media, blue jeans have
become Establishment fashion, The
da:mg and controvérsial vew mode is
es‘ﬁeb?uve, forma]d ,:,;a.tment&au

t two decades ago, galloping in-
formality overroda the nation aﬁ oer
cupied it from coast to eoast, affecting
all groups, Respectabla women began
ta boast of owning ne dresses, setious
professors gave up feaching in jecket
and tie, the young wore old 1ags, hats
vanished, Finally, all defense for the
virtues of formality ir dress fell before
the profound appeal of the Counter-
culture Costume in all ifs Infinite vari-
ety. This renged from nudily on up
through all degrees and overlapping
suggestiona of historical, rural, techni-
cal, thealrical, ethnic and infaniile
gear, sometimes laced with indications
of morhid sexual preoccupation. The
fashion husiness kept pace with all
this, offering slick versions of seazi-
fiess, crudity and bizarrerie accompa-
anied by persuasive prose featuring
“fréedom.” On the street, jeaps held
the whole thing fogether, uniting
young and old, imaginative and_ dull,

-crummmy and flashy, Carefully de-

signed, well-made, complicated and

" demanding formal clothes went into

eclipse, 'and their adherents into fash-
fon Hmbo, ‘The Reagan style of riches

“also Jeft the spoilight, though never

the stage, It was Inown to be flourizh-

"ing;if only to stand for the square cone

servative cylfure apainst which 2l the
medish and well-publicized freedom of
expression was steadily aimed. |

Thia stylistic situation had its obvi-
o8 sourcea in the state of national and
world affairs at the time. Nowndays,

" althovgh it might be said that the

condition of things has not ¢astly im-
proved, it has changed, and an eager-
ness now apparently exists for differ-
ent expressive material. Wa are not

" going back; we aze going ahead ont A

‘predictabls path. N

After any sustained period of dif-
fuseness, diversity and haphazardness
in dress, the need for formal order
Teasserts itself in some way. Sincs cos-
tume is riot & primitive art, most of its
phenomena da not have easily read
one-te-ons correspondences with polit-

fcal events—they havea ceztain formal -

2

formality, already in motion fm' sewral
years, would have triumphed in some
fashien under 4 Democzatic president.
So perhaps would the novel impulze
toward a conventional display of
wealth; many famous Democrats bave
heen seen to wear fur coats. An adver-
sary spirit can become a tedious bur-
den in clothing, especially after it bas
won. When former pw,ldent Carter
appeared before the nation in his fa-
mous swealer, the sha.rp reaction al-
ready signaled a certain boredom with
such expressive devices; and canny ob-
servers might have predicled that he
woukl fose to somebody who seemed
mote prepared to wear white gloves.

We ako scem In a mood to relish
news of outrageous expenditure, Gasp-
ing at the monay paid for works of art
has certainly been a public pastime for
soma years, and inflation kas made the
pricea of many famfiar things inte a
hideous, near-hilarious absurdity, One
thing about elegant costume—you can
se0 whete the money goes. Fur and em-
beoidery and luxuriows fabre, careful

, pertect
1_hmﬂ' “all have an obvios right ho be
expensive. In the strictly informal
mode, the display of wealth has to con-
fine iteelf very carefully, and it can erd
up ir the form of $400 blue jeans and
skimpy minimal shirts hugely stamped
with famous designers’ names. Such

+ disbortions eventually producs an effert

of strain on 1he casual scene, an eace
beginning o show unease. Reactions
are also ambivalent and ureasy. By
now the effect of inflation on luxurious
clothes and secessories has made them
almest mythically costly. Publiciziog

‘their prices, a3 in connection with the

recent celebrations, increases their al-
xeady legendary glamour, If can give an
old-fashioned kind of satisfaction to the
watching public, of whith a large pari
may come {Tom expressing good old-
fashioned indignation, .
One other attraction in the new

'presidenual style may be that it gen-

erally reflects the fasta of older people -
after all these relentless years of youth.
Perhaps, as the number of citizens
over 60 Increases and can be inspired
by such a glittering ideal in the White
House, cur younger Americans may at.
lIength wish to éopy their elders, in-
stead of the other way around. ;




