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10.

Women and Fashion
Anne Hollander

Everyone knows what a “flapper” is. The word conjures an instant |
visual image of the characteristic lock of women during the twenties. I
The flapper image is much more distinct that any other associated with
a single decade in costume history. It seems to have sprung intc being
without antecedents and to have vanished without descendants—a
unique image, outside the course of normal development in fashion. |
One reason for the sharphess of the twenties look in the mind’s eye is |
self-consciousness about fashion during the period. The look of women,
always important in society, seemed significant in a new way, and was
being experienced and described as such more consciously than ever
before.

After a long period of transitional modiftcation in fashion, the decade
was a period of artificially maintained extremes, during which certain
new esthetic shifts in dress—changes in line, shape, and color which had
begun a decade earlier—became congealed and confirmed in their final
extreme version, and formed the basis of “classical” modern female
clothing on which susequent modern fashion was to be founded. Al-
though the shapes of dress alter continually and often change back
again to old forms, some irreversible changes were admitted to occur
during the 1920s—changes of slow genesis which had been in process
since the turn of the century, but which seemed, at that intense moment
after World War I and before the fall of the stock market, to come
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